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TEAIL Explore: Gen Al in
Nursing Education

Undergraduate nursing students often struggle to understand and utilize research for practice. Student nurses
especially struggle to critically analyze research and tend to undervalue their second-year nursing research course.
Students have provided feedback that nursing research is “dry” and “boring” in comparison to what they perceive
to be “more nursing-specific” courses like pharmacology or clinical. What students fail to connect so early in their
education is the undeniable importance that research has on patient care.

With the arrival and rapid growth of generative Al (Gen Al), many nurse educators and clinicians have expressed
reservation for its use in both classroom and clinical settings where patient research is to be completed prior to
student nurses providing care. Regardless, nursing students are beginning to use Gen Al to complete their
pre-clinical work and have been found using it in practice education settings. As such, Gen Al literacy is essential
for both faculty and students alike. Faculty need to find ways to embrace and educate knowing these tools are
going to become part of nursing practice, and students need to use them competently and ethically.
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To help nursing students become critical readers of health-related d1 Less time sorting through
scholarship—and hopefully develop a genuine interest in research—

as well as develop their Gen Al literacy skills, we have adapted a information. Gave me more time
second-year undergraduate nursing research assignment. focusing on what | need to know. I
The assignment is comprised of two parts and provides —Student
opportunities for individual and team work. To begin, students will 11 | think that Gen Al can really help
develop a research question, create a search strategy, and find

relevant abstracts to answer their question. As part of the students to clarify and focus upon

assignment, they will need to utilize a Gen Al application of their
choice (e.g., Chat GPT, Copilot). In Part A students will use Gen Al as o _
a springboard for ideas to begin to shape their assignment. In Part B breaking it down into manageable I
they will utilize Gen Al as a tutor for them to understand difficult parts.
research concepts.

what they want to explore by

—Faculty

This assignment will be highlighted for nursing faculty and available

for them to utilize ideas for other nursing courses and practice _ _
education. it and actually get to use it for an

d1 \t's nice to learn the positives about

1)

assignment.

—Student
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The combined Gen Al-research assignment will allow students to become familiar with Gen Al, interact with and apply
this technology, and critically reflect on the process. As with every use of technology for nursing, we emphasize that
Gen Al should complement, not replace, human judgment. Though still early in its development, our first assignment
will promote nursing students’ research skills and their awareness of how Gen Al can be used practically and ethically.

Hacking Nursing Research

Asswgr\mentone

gmart Questions,
Smarter Researcht

PART A

Assignment One

Professional Learning insights

Nursing students are already using Gen Al in the classroom and for informal research (e.g., researching
patient conditions, medications, etc.).

Nursing faculty have varying interest and experience using Gen Al personally and professionally.

Our first assignment will need to be fully delivered and assessed to ensure that what we are assessing is
students' ability to read and analyze research and not Gen Al's ability to complete assignments.

We have quickly recognized the speed at which this technology is developing and that our assignments might
look completely different six months from now. We will need to adapt alongside it.
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Next steps include delivery of the assignment in our nursing research course in Winter 2026. By that
time, we will have our second research-Gen Al assignment created with the aim of deepening
students’ ability to utilize and critique Gen Al and qualitative research. Further, we are excited to be
hosting a couple of lunch and learns with our colleagues. Another project that is soon to be
underway is an international Gen Al literacy project.

Resources
« Hacking Nursing Research - Assignment 1

- Hacking Nursing Research - Assignment 2
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